
 SEARCH Manchester: 9:07:41 am   Makkah: 12:07:41 pm    18 March 2010 | 2 Rabbi al-Thanni 1431  

 Main Menu

 » Home Page

 » Middle East News

 » Conspiracy Theories

 » Reviews

 » Let's Talk

 » Profiles

 » Videos

 Newsletter

Name:  

EMail: 

  Remove Subscribe

 Poll

 

Can U.S. vice-president 
Joe Biden make a 
breakthrough in the 
Middle East peace 
process? 

Yes 

No 

 Vote 

View Result 
See More Polls

 Most Viewed

The tide has changed

Israel downplays fake 
passport row with Europe

Iran captures a 'good' 
terrorist

The Afghan mask slips

Western media, not 
Israeli hasbara

Mullen wary of Israeli 
attack on Iran

Nothing has changed in 
Iraq

The real threat to Israel’s 
national security

Afghan civilians flee 
Marjah amid US-led 
assault

PUK supporters beat 
Change party guard

Afghanistan slams US-led 
forces over civilian 
deaths

Perpetual fraud

 Print Edition

 
Subscribe to  

Print Edition Past Issues

   Find your job:   in: All Countries  Search

Direct access to top expatriate jobs in the Gulf with alJazeera Jobs 
Quadruple your chance of landing your tax-free Gulf Job - Sign Up Now!

 Home » Reviews

USTDA Awards Grants to Rawabi, PA 

15/03/2010 04:05:00 PM GMT  Comments ( 1)    Add a comment    Print    E-mail to friend 

USTDA Awards Grants to Rawabi, PA Date : 

15/3/2010   Time : 14:02 

RAMALLAH, March 15, 2010 (WAFA)- Acting Director of 

the U.S. Trade Development Agency Leocadia Lee Zak, 

U.S. Consul General in Jerusalem Daniel Rubinstein, 

and Bayti Real Estate CEO Bashar Masri signed two 

grant agreements today in support of Rawabi, the first 

Palestinian planned city, located outside of Ramallah.   

The two projects include a $413,000 grant for 

technical assistance to develop an information and 

communications technology master plan for the new 

city and $274,000 for a tertiary waste water treatment 

feasibility study for Rawabi and surrounding 

communities.  

Speaking at the signing ceremony, the Acting Director 

of TDA and the Consul General each stressed the U.S. Government� s support for the Palestinian Authority� s 

efforts to address the shortage of affordable housing for the growing Palestinian population, and for Prime 

Minister Fayyad� s program to build the institutions of a Palestinian state.   

Bayti� s Bashar Masri noted, � The company� s challenge is to balance the need to build housing that is 

affordable to the average Palestinian with the need to protect and preserve the environment; some of the 

most advanced technologies are still too expensive to practically incorporate into a city designed to be 

affordable to young families.�   Mr. Masri also underscored the pivotal role that a highly developed ICT 

infrastructure will play in absorbing the well-educated but underemployed Palestinian workforce.  

Later this month, USTDA will also sign a $558,000 grant to support technical assistance for the PA Ministry of 

Finance� s General Petroleum Corporation (GPC).  � The grant will help define a strategy to improve GPC� s 

physical infrastructure and the institutional administration. Our goal is to help improve transparency and 

accountability of the petroleum sector, a key part of the institution building necessary for the future state of 

Palestine,�  said Consul General Rubinstein.  

USTDA is an independent U.S. Government foreign assistance agency that aims to advance economic 

development in developing and middle-income countries by providing access to U.S. technology and 

expertise.  USTDA provides grant funding for capacity building and projects that support the development of 

modern infrastructure and an open trading system.   

In addition to the Rawabi and Ministry of Finance grants, USTDA projects in the Palestinian Territories 

include an Internet data center feasibility study, funding for an orientation visit by marble and stone 

companies to the United States, and a feasibility study grant for a renewable energy company.  

Source: AJP 

 

   [ Comment on this story ] 

Comments

ROOVEN from Canada 15/03/2010 05:16:24 PM IP

WHY NO PROTEST

Are we sure it is alright for Palestinians to build this new settlement on disputed territory? Where is the 
protest?
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